
                                                                                                                                

 

 
 

OTO Melara, a Finmeccanica Company, is active in naval, land and air weapon systems with state-of-the-art technologies. OTO Melara is organized according to different product 

lines: production and R&D capabilities ranging from turret weapon systems and naval guns to missile launchers, from conventional to guided ammunition, and from combat 

vehicles and artillery to antiaircraft systems and UGVs. OTO Melara is a strong player for high-tech military supplies to domestic and foreign Armed Forces alike, because OTO 

Melara is a well consolidated, traditional, worldwide-known, and reliable company. The strength and capability to deliver innovative and cost-effective weapon system solutions 

and strong links with universities and research centres enable OTO Melara to remain at the top of crucial technology areas. More than one century of history is a tremendous 

incentive to keep looking forward and discover new concepts and technologies in order to maintain the company portfolio at the cutting edge of innovation. OTO Melara has a 

heritage which is rich in invention and ideas, strong in pioneering, and future oriented in ambition. 
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155 mm VULCANO SAL GUIDED AMMUNITION HITS POINT TARGET  AT 

33 KM RANGE 

 

 
On July 12th 2013,  at Alkanptan firing range in South Africa,  a  week of extensive tests was completed to 
demonstrate the precision and terminal accuracy of  Vulcano  guided ammunition  against a precise target 
at long range. 
 
The Vulcano Guided Ammunition  family consists of 127mm and 155mm ammunition  with dual mode 
capability of GPS/ IR or GPS/SAL (semi active laser receiver) Terminal Homing. 
 
The demonstration firings were performed under the German - Italian Program Agreement on 155mm 
Guided Ammunition. The Italian MoD is the main sponsor for the Vulcano program. The German MoD 
contributes with the SAL Terminal Homing system, fire command and ammunition programming issues as 
well as test and firing equipment like the PzH2000. 
 
Diehl Defense, together with OTO  Melara, participates under a Cooperation Agreement  on Conventional 
and Guided Ammunition to the Vulcano program development . 
 
For the demonstration firings a 2x2 m target was located at a range of about 33 km. 
 
Ammo  fired with only GPS terminal guidance hit the ground well below 20m distance from the target.  
 
Ammo with GPS and SAL terminal guidance hit the 2x2 m plate demonstrating the absolute accuracy of the 
SAL and guidance systems. 
 
The Chief of the Italian Mod delegation  declared " it has been a very successfully campaign for the amount 
of recorded data and for the accuracy demonstrated by the ammunition with GPS guidance and by SAL 
sensor for terminal homing phase" . This assessment was confirmed by the German and Dutch government 
representatives present at the trials. 
 
Vulcano development and industrialization  program is continuing with the objective to be ready for 
production within 2014.  
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Diehl Defence is a corporate division of the German Diehl Group with total sales of 2.95 bio. Euros, 
concentrating all business activities in the fields of defence and security as a holding company. Diehl 
Defence achieves annual sales of € 560 million with 2,950 employees and manages numerous subsidiaries, 
program and affiliated companies. One important field of activities of thesubsidiary Diehl BGT Defence 
concentrates on conventional and guided ammunition in the whole calibre spectrum relevant for armies, 
navies and air forces in Germany, Europe and worldwide. 
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