
 

 

 

Leonardo is among the top ten global players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. As a single 
entity from January 2016, organised into seven business divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aero-structures; Airborne & Space Systems; 
Land & Naval Defence Electronics; Defence Systems; Security & Information Systems), Leonardo operates in the most competitive 
international markets by leveraging its areas of technology and product leadership. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2016 
Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of 12 billion Euros and has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the UK, the U.S. and 
Poland. 

  
 

 

Leonardo: AW139 global helicopter fleet sets outstanding milestone of two 

million flight hours   
 

 Of the total, one million flight hours were achieved in the last three years, demonstrating 
impressive reliability, effectiveness, safety and supportability  

 

 The most successful helicopter programme in 15 years benefits from strong partnership 
between the Company and its customers, maintaining huge growth potential  
 

 Best-seller with orders for over 1000 units and nearly 900 aircraft in service to date   
 

Rome, 27 December 2017 – The AW139 intermediate twin engine helicopter global fleet has 

reached an outstanding milestone of two million flight hours, across all operational scenarios on 

five continents, while performing a wide range of missions with commercial, government and 

military operators. This accomplishment was reached just three years after the achievement of the 

first million showing impressive reliability, effectiveness, safety and supportability across a range of 

missions.  

 

With the AW139 fleet leader having exceeded 12,000 hours on a single aircraft, nearly 900 units 

are today in service out of over 1000 on order by more than 300 customers in 80 countries 

worldwide. The global reach of the AW139, assembled in Philadelphia and Vergiate, has resulted 

in the type becoming a benchmark as the best-selling helicopter in its weight category and the 

most successful helicopter programme in the last 15 years. The type covers the widest range of 

applications with high flexibility including SAR, EMS, law enforcement and homeland security, 

patrol, firefighting, disaster relief, offshore transport, VIP/Corporate transport, utility and military 

duties.  

 

This latest operational achievement is the combined result of the AW139’s design, quality, 

performance and market success as well as Company’s capability in supporting the worldwide 

fleet. The two million flight hour milestone was made possible through the variety of Leonardo 

services and support packages and the extended support network distributed in geographies 

around the world.   

 

The AW139 complies with the latest certification and safety standards, offering outstanding overall 

performance with impressive power margin and one engine inoperative capability and also with a 

certified 60+ MGB ‘run dry’ capability which provides the highest standard in terms of safety.  

 

Designed to allow high versatility and customized solutions, the AW139 is available with more than 

1000 certified equipment options. Among some of the latest innovative systems available for the 

type are the LIPS and FIPS (Limited and Full Icing Protection Systems, respectively), and the 

OPLS (Obstacle Proximity Lidar System) that enhance mission capability and safety.  

 

The AW139 has significantly grown its capabilities in years. This includes a maximum take-off 

weight extension (MTOW) to 7,000 kg for newly built and retrofitted aircraft, and as a result, new 



 

 

 

 

Cat A offshore enhanced procedures, avionic suite releases delivering ADSB-Out (automated 

dependent surveillance-broadcast), TCAS II (Traffic Alert and Collision Avoidance System), RNP 

performance (Required Navigation Performance), EGPWS update (Enhanced Ground Proximity 

System), Wide Area Augmentation System/Localizer Performance with Vertical Guidance, and 

many other features.  

 

Supportability has also been strengthened. A 30% reduction in maintenance time has been 

achieved with a dedicated Service Excellence initiative. Leonardo has established a Reliability 

Data Sharing Group (RDSG) and has launched a Flight Crew Operations Manual (FCOM) as 

additional services. Since its certification in 2004, approximately 5300 pilots and 7700 technicians 

have been trained with over 150,000 simulator hours logged to date.   

 

The AW139 helicopter is part of the family of new generation helicopters produced by Leonardo 

that also includes the AW169 and AW189. These models all possess the same high-performance 

flight characteristics and safety features whilst sharing the same common cockpit concept and 

design philosophy. This approach facilitates synergies for operators of these types in areas such 

as training, maintenance and support. The AW139 design, success and experience have been key 

to the development of these latest additions to the product range and the family concept itself.   

  

 


