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Leonardo: AW169 helicopter success in UK EMS market continues with 

selection by the Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust  

 

 Specialist Aviation Services selected by the Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust to provide an 

AW169 in 2019  

 

 This selection will increase the UK-based AW169 EMS fleet to eight aircraft   

 

 Over 160 AW169s are on order and more than 40 in service worldwide  

 

London, 4 October 2017 – Leonardo announced today that Specialist Aviation Services (SAS) of 

the UK has been selected as the preferred bidder by the Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust to provide 

an AgustaWestland AW169 EMS under a ten year contract starting in 2019. The AW169 will 

replace their MD902 Explorer operation and will be based at the Charity’s Cornwall Airport 

Newquay headquarters. 

 

Chosen by the Charity as its next generation helicopter, the AW169 will deliver greater overall 

safety, cabin space, performance & range and will be customised with a fully adaptable SAS 

medical interior that allows easy loading/unloading of the patient and all round patient access. 

 

The Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust has highlighted its excitement about the benefits the AW169 will 

bring to both the patient and the clinical crews to perform their job in the future.  

  

Henk Schaeken, SAS Managing Director stated “I am confident the AW169 will provide the Charity 

with the best air ambulance solution available for many, many years to come.” 

 

Specialist Aviation Services is also an Authorized Service Centre for the new generation AW169 

light intermediate helicopter in the UK and provides a range of support and maintenance services 

to AW169 operators. 

 

Note to editors on the AW169 helicopter 

A versatile, new generation twin engine light intermediate category helicopter, the 4.6/4.8 tonne 

AW169 has been designed in response to the growing market demand for an aircraft that delivers 

high performance, meets all the latest safety standards and has multi-role capabilities. Orders for 

more than 160 AW169 helicopters have been signed by over 60 customers in 20 countries around 

the world to date for a wide range of applications including air ambulance, law enforcement, 

executive/corporate and offshore transport, electronic newsgathering and utility roles. More than 40 

units are already in service worldwide.  

 

 


