
 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main 
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, 
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and 
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets 
by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and 
Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2017 Leonardo recorded consolidated restated revenues of €11.7 billion and 
invested €1.5 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index since 2010. 

 

 

 

  

 

Leonardo: new Helicopter Training Academy in Philadelphia to meet 

growing demand for training services in North and Latin America  

 

 Training Academy expected to be completed in 2020 to deliver the widest scope 
of ground/flight training for pilots, cabin crews and maintainers 
 

 World’s first AW609 tiltrotor and first US AW169 helicopter Full Flight Simulators 
plus advanced digitalized services  

 

 Strong commitment to crew safety, mission effectiveness, customer proximity 
and advanced services, in line with Company’s Industrial Plan  
 

Atlanta, 5th March 2019 – Leonardo announced today at Heli-Expo 2019 a substantial 

reinforcement of its helicopter training capabilities and services in the USA with the 

establishment of a new Training Academy within its production facility in Philadelphia. The new 

purpose-built campus is expected to be completed in 2020.   

 

With a 65 million USD multiyear investment, the new Training Academy will meet the increasing 

demand for comprehensive training services for pilots, cabin crew and maintenance technicians 

as the North and Latin America helicopter fleet grows. In 2018 over 10,000 students have been 

trained by Leonardo worldwide.  

 

The Training Academy will also introduce a full set of dedicated services for the global 

customers of the AW609 tiltrotor, as mass production starts ahead of FAA civil certification, and 

the first US AW169 light intermediate helicopter Full Flight Simulator, both developed in 

collaboration with CAE and based on the CAE 3000 Series FFS. The Training Center will also 

host Rotorsim USA, a Leonardo-CAE joint venture which has delivered nearly 250,000 training 

hours for Leonardo helicopters products.  

 

The 60,000 square ft US Training Academy will fully mirror Italy’s Sesto Calende training 

syllabus approach from ground to flight training, providing a one-stop-shop for digitalized 

course, flight, simulation, mission specific and maintenance training. This will include all new 

classrooms, customer lounges, AW119/AW139/AW609 Maintenance Training Bays, 

AW109/AW139/AW609 Virtual-Enhanced Training Devices and AW169/AW139/AW609 Level D 

Full Flight Simulators. The new devices will enable real-time analysis of student progress and 

development. This will ensure knowledge and competency of each student is continually 

monitored to deliver the best learning outcomes for maximized mission effectiveness and safety.  

 

Leonardo continues to be driven by a clear commitment to improve safety, crew effectiveness 

and customer proximity combined with the latest technology, in line with the Industrial Plan. The 

new facility also represents an added testament of the Company’s focus on the US as a key 

home market.  Thousands of students will benefit from this new Training Academy across 

Leonardo’s rotorcraft product portfolio. The first home for tiltrotor commercial aviators, Leonardo 

is proving a game-changer in helicopter customer support and training.  


