
 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main 
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, 
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and 
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets 
by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and 
Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2019 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €13.8 billion and invested 
€1.5 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and 
became Industry leader of Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019. 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Leonardo: Kopter SH09 helicopter test flights go ahead in Sicily 

 

 Flight testing is taking place to further assess new main rotor configuration benefits  

 

 Advancements in development and trials planned in the forthcoming months include 

new tail rotor head, core avionics, final main rotor head and flight controls 

 

 The SH09 is a game changer in the single engine category with the latest 

technologies, high performance and capabilities  

 

 Kopter’s competencies will boost future developments towards more disruptive 

technologies, mission capabilities and performances, including innovative 

hybrid/electrical propulsion solutions. 

 

Rome, 23 June 2020 – Leonardo, through Kopter Group AG (Kopter), has announced that the 

flight test activities of the third prototype of the SH09 single-engine helicopter (designated P3) 

have restarted in Pozzallo, Sicily, in Italy last week. The Kopter flight test & prototype 

maintenance teams arrived in Pozzallo earlier this month to prepare P3 and perform all 

necessary technical checks to resume the flight tests that had been halted since the 10th of 

March due to the Covid-19 situation.  

 

Richard Grant, Kopter Chief Test Pilot, commented: “We are very pleased to be back in 

Pozzallo to resume our work on P3. The first few flights have been used to re-familiarise 

ourselves with the operation and to complete some essential training for flight crew and ground 

staff; there has even been the opportunity to train new team members. Good progress has been 

made and we are ready to restart our experimental flights”. 

 

The new flight testing activities are to further assess the benefits provided by the new main rotor 

configuration. Since January 2020, P3 has been flying with a modified main rotor head and next 

generation rotor blades, optimising the dynamic behaviour of the helicopter and further reducing 

the pilot workload in all phases of flight. In the forthcoming months, additional advancements in 

the programme will also be tested on P3, a new tail rotor hub design, currently being bench-

tested in Ennetmoos (Switzerland), the Garmin avionics suite G3000H, a new aerodynamics 

package for the Tail Plane, vertical fin and upper cowlings, extensively validated through CFD 

analysis and Wind Tunnel testing and the final main rotor configuration with the latest blades 

and revised flight controls.   

 

During the three-month period without flying, Kopter has continued to maintain a good level of 

operational activities, while ensuring the health and safety of its staff at all times. Kopter has 

been able to leverage its extensive digital approach to operations and organisation of work to 

easily implement efficient home office solutions.  A close collaboration with partners and 



 

 

 

 

 

suppliers have allowed the progress, under the restrictions in place, of the SH09’s development 

and industrialisation processes. Engineering teams continued the design activities for the 

upcoming P3 upgrades and for the PS4 (Pre-Series 4) configuration definition, while the 

Operations and Procurement teams continued to ensure the delivery of parts for both aircraft. 

 

Under the ongoing integration process with Leonardo, Kopter is already benefitting from 

complementary skills, resources and tools at all levels, greatly supporting the SH09 programme 

development and production of parts.  The SH09 is a real game changer addressing evolving 

needs and delivering more capabilities at competitive costs.  The end-to-end digitalisation of the 

SH09 programme will be a key enabler.  

 

About Kopter Group AG 

Part of Leonardo (through its Helicopter division), Kopter is set to become a Centre of 

Excellence for new light helicopters and an incubator of new technologies; also contributing to 

the development of new hybrid and electrical propulsion systems. The single-engine, turbine-

powered SH09 now under development will outperform its peers with increased modularity, 

modern electronic systems, and a larger cabin and cargo hold. The SH09 delivers latest safety 

standards, more performance and comfort at low operating costs. Outstanding characteristics – 

including fast cruise speeds and excellent hot-and-high capabilities – is combined with a low 

noise signature resulting from the newly developed dynamic assembly and shrouded tail-

rotor. Kopter’s 320 talented team members are primarily based near Zürich, Switzerland – with 

headquarters/engineering offices at Wetzikon, and the production facilities in the towns of Mollis 

and Näfels. Kopter has an additional facility in Lafayette, USA and also in Munich, Germany 

where the company is focusing on engineering and Research & Technology activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


