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PRESS RELEASE  
 

Leonardo: industrial partner of the international programme GCAP (Global 
Combat Air Programme) 
 
The programme concerns the creation of a sixth generation air platform for multi-domain operations 
in the defence sector, to be operational by 2035. 
 
The project involves Leonardo together with industry leaders in their respective domains: Avio Aero, 
Elettronica and MBDA Italy as well as the entire national supply chain. 
 
The announcement of GCAP reinforces the ongoing international combat air collaboration between 
Italy, the UK and Japan. 
 

 
Rome, 9/12/2022 – Leonardo is a strategic partner in the GCAP (Global Combat Air Programme) which aims 
to create a new-generation system of systems for multi-domain operations, to be operational by 2035. The 
programme, which involves Italy, the UK and Japan, represents a challenge aimed at protecting and 
strengthening national technological and industrial sovereignty while ensuring prosperity, safeguarding 
specialist skills, generating employment and improving the competitiveness of the Aerospace, Defense and 
Security sectors in international markets. The programme will encompass the entire Italian supply chain, 
including universities, research centres and SME companies as well as the industries involved. 
 
Italy, the UK and Japan, through their national industry leads Leonardo, BAE Systems and Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, will collaborate in the development of technologies for the sixth generation combat aircraft that 
will operate within a system of systems concept. In addition to Leonardo, which has already participated in 
the programme since 2018 through Leonardo UK, the Italian team will involve Avio Aero, Elettronica and 
MBDA Italia together with the country’s wider innovation and manufacturing ecosystem. 

 
"The decision of the three Governments to strengthen their collaboration in this strategic initiative reflects 
the effectiveness and promise of the cooperation between the partners” said Leonardo CEO Alessandro 
Profumo. “This challenging and forward-looking programme for the aerospace and defence industry will 
guarantee technological autonomy for the countries involved and provide each Armed Forces with 
unprecedented levels of performance and operational capability. The Global Combat Air Programme will 
also act as a driving force for the further development of national industry in the decades to come, benefitting 
future generations. Thanks to our strong presence in the United Kingdom, Leonardo represents two of the 
partner nations, Italy and the United Kingdom, in the programme".  

 
“Our industries” adds Lucio Valerio Cioffi, Leonardo's General Manager, “thanks to the experience they will 
mature during the project, will be able to consolidate their leadership at European and international levels, 
as well as ensuring technological autonomy and freedom of modification. The programme will generate long-
term technological, economic and social benefits for the three countries and, at the same time, sustainable 
growth and increased competitiveness for industry, not only in the defence and security sector but across 
the entire innovation ecosystem". 

 
Major European and international collaborations are part of Leonardo's DNA, with the company playing core 
roles in the sector’s main programmes including, most recently, the Eurofighter Typhoon, the F-35 and the 
Eurodrone. 
 
The national ambition is to develop a truly innovative model of collaboration between Defence and industry 
that can be used as a point of reference for future programmes. In a systemic vision, the technology areas 
range from aeronautics to electronics, from cyber space to power and propulsion, leveraging on artificial 
intelligence, big data analytics, quantum computing, digital twin, cyber security and the integration between 
crewed and uncrewed platforms.  
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Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 
into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber & Security Solutions and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2021 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues 
of €14.1 billion and invested €1.8 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 
and has been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2021. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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