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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

LIMA 2023: Leonardo and Weststar celebrate technological and commercial 
development agreements and sustainability milestone 
 
Weststar will operate one AW609 collaborating with Leonardo in the tiltrotor’s capabilities 
development in South-East Asia  
 
Weststar signs for five more AW139 offshore helicopters  
 
An AW139 helicopter operated by Weststar set sustainability milestone with SAF fuel flight 
 
Rome, 24/05/2023 – At Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition - LIMA, Leonardo and 
Weststar Aviation Services (Weststar) of Malaysia celebrated technological and commercial development 
agreements and an important sustainability milestone. 
 
Weststar will introduce the AW609 tiltrotor in Malaysia through the operation of one aircraft under a lease 
contract. The aircraft will be used to carry out a range of roles and missions in the country, supporting a 
further development of its operational capabilities tailored for the specific regional market requirements and 
expectations. Leonardo will supply initial training and maintenance support, with demonstration activities 
planned by the partners during the capability development phase. This latest achievement for the AW609 
programme, the world’s first multirole tiltrotor designed to obtain civil certification, marks the entry of the all-
new type in South-East Asia.  
 
“As Weststar continues to push the boundaries of innovation and operational excellence, we are excited to 
partner with Leonardo to introduce the AW609 tiltrotor in Malaysia. This groundbreaking aircraft will 
revolutionise our operational capabilities, providing us with a versatile platform to fulfil our various missions. 
We are proud to be the pioneer in bringing the world's first multirole tiltrotor to South-East Asia, and we look 
forward to demonstrating its exceptional capabilities to our present and potential clients." said Tan Sri Syed 
Azman Syed Ibrahim, the Group Managing Director of The Weststar Group. 
 
In addition to this important collaboration announcement on revolutionary rotorcraft capability development, 
Weststar signed a contract for five more AW139 intermediate twin helicopters in an offshore configuration. 
This move will strengthen the level of support provided by Weststar to the regional energy industry with the 
best-seller in the world’s market in its class.  
 
A significant sustainability milestone was also achieved by a Weststar AW139 in VIP configuration on 22nd 
May, with the aircraft performing a first demonstration flight with SAF (Sustainable Aviation Fuel) in Malaysia, 
taking off from Subang Airport (home to Leonardo in Malaysia) bound for LIMA. The SAF fuel was supplied 
by PETRONAS Dagangan Berhad (PDB) in collaboration with Neste, the world’s leading SAF producer.. 
The flight using SAF in real operations marked a first in Malaysia for helicopters, further demonstrating 
Leonardo’s capability to reduce the impact that aviation has on global carbon emissions across geographies.  

 
“At Weststar, we are committed to driving sustainable aviation practices and reducing our carbon footprint. 
We are a step closer toward reducing the environmental impact of Malaysia’s rotor wing sector with the 
successful demonstration flight of our AW139 fuelled with Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF). This 
achievement exemplifies our commitment to harnessing innovative solutions driving positive change in the 
industry. We remain dedicated to shaping a greener future for the aviation industry and reducing carbon 
emissions across borders," added Tan Sri Syed Azman. 
 
“At PDB, we are committed to supporting the aviation industry’s decarbonisation efforts. This collaboration 
is a positive step in the right direction in promoting sustainable aviation future”, said PDB Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) Khalil Jaffri Muhammad Muri. 
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Since its establishment in 2003, Weststar, a leading regional offshore helicopter transportation services 
provider, has grown to become one of the global key players in the offshore helicopter industry. To date, 
Weststar operates over 35 AW139, AW169 and AW189 helicopters out of its bases in Malaysia, Indonesia, 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Namibia, Mauritania, Gabon, and the Republic of Congo, becoming one of the 
largest commercial operators of Leonardo helicopters. 
 
Leonardo continues to play a major role in the Malaysian helicopter market, expanding its presence and 
increasing its capabilities through a continued plan of investment. With a regional hub for customer support 
and training near Kuala Lumpur, Leonardo has been present in the region for many years, with hundreds of 
helicopters performing missions such as offshore and passenger transport, utility, homeland security, law 
enforcement, SAR, emergency medical services, maritime patrol, military naval roles and armed 
reconnaissance. 
 
About Weststar Aviation Services 
Weststar Aviation Services is a prominent global provider of offshore helicopter services. With a global 
presence and a commitment to excellence, Weststar has firmly established itself as a reliable partner to 
major players in the oil and gas industry. Weststar continuously invest in advanced technologies, rigorous 
training programs, and robust maintenance protocols to ensure that our operations meet and exceed the 
highest industry standards. Weststar Aviation Services' presence extends across multiple countries, 
including Malaysia, Indonesia, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Namibia, Mauritania, Gabon, and the Republic 
of Congo. For more information: www.weststar-aviation.aero. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 
into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland, the USA and Israel where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber & Security Solutions and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2022 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues 
of €14.7 billion and invested €2 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 and 
has been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2022. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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