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PRESS NOTE 

 

Mitsui Bussan Aerospace signs for two AW169 helicopters further strengthening 
the type’s market presence in Japan 
 
One of the two AW169 will be delivered to a local firefighting governmental organization, while the 
other will meet the requirements of upcoming opportunities  
 
These latest orders bring the total number of AW169s operating in the country to eight 
 
Paris, 20/06/2023 – Mitsui Bussan Aerospace (MBA), the authorised distributor for the Leonardo AW139, 
AW169 and AW189 helicopter models in Japan, announced with Leonardo new orders for two AW169 light 
intermediate twin helicopters at the 54th International Paris Air Show. One aircraft will be delivered to a local 
firefighting governmental organization, while the other has been secured for upcoming opportunities in the 
country. These latest contracts confirm the growing success of the AW169 in Japan, bringing the total 
number of units operating in the country to eight. 

 
The firefighting AW169 is the second AW169 in Japan for firefighting roles and disaster relief missions, 
confirming this market segment’s appreciation for the most modern helicopter in its weight class. The aircraft 
is expected to be delivered in mid-2024 to Japan where it will undergo local customization and final hand 
over to the customer in 2025. Its versatile and multirole configuration includes a range of dedicated 
equipment such as the Leonardo’s obstacle proximity LIDAR system - OLPS, Forward Looking Infrared - 
FLIR, search light, weather radar, rescue hoist, Bumbi Bucket for firefighting among others. 
 
The AW169s currently in-service in Japan with various operators perform a range of operations including 
rescue, disaster relief, firefighting and Electronic News Gathering (ENG). Around 160 helicopters of various 
types, including the AW169, are in service in Japan, used for a wide range of missions, from emergency 
medical service, search and rescue, fire-fighting and disaster relief, to VIP/corporate transport, electronic 
news gathering, law enforcement and maritime utility.  
 
Mitsui Bussan Aerospace Co., Ltd. is a trading company that specialises in aerospace, defence, and security 
systems. The company imports and sells helicopters, aircraft, space, defence and security-related 
equipment, as well as providing related services. Its products include Leonardo’s helicopters, defense 
machines, aircraft engines, space business and more. The company was founded in 1982 and is based in 
Tokyo, Japan. 
 
Designed with the principle of maximum flexibility, the AW169 continues to provide all new mission 
capabilities and configuration options to operators, also thanks to the recent introductions of performance 
increase packages, skid and Advanced SAR Mode certifications. The aircraft represents an ideal 
combination of light helicopter cost with higher category performance, payload, and cabin space, all 
combined with comprehensive and ever-growing support and training services. 
 
The introduction of the AW169 4.8 tonne has further strengthened the competitiveness and market position 
of Leonardo in the world helicopter market. It has expanded Leonardo’s presence in the emergency medical 
service market and added more operators for law enforcement, disaster relief, and fire-fighting duties. It 
further reinforces the company’s leadership in the multi-engine VIP market providing operators with one 
more option fitting between the popular AW109 series and the bestselling AW139 models. It also adds one 
more solution for shorter range operations supporting the energy sector and allows Leonardo to play a 
growing role in the new wind farm support field. Moreover, its dual-use design has responded to a range of 
government, homeland security and defence requirements for missions like surveillance, troop transport, 
combat operations, disaster relief and emergency response, fire-fighting, training, mountain rescue and 
medevac. 
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Leonardo is a leading global Aerospace, Defence and Security (AD&S) company. With 51,000 employees worldwide, it operates in the fields of Helicopters, 
Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space, and is a key partner in major international programmes including Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP and 
Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant industrial capabilities in Italy, the UK, Poland, the US and Israel and also operates through subsidiaries, joint ventures and 
stakes, including Leonardo DRS (80.9%), MBDA (25%), ATR (50%), Hensoldt (25.1%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%) and Avio (29.6%). Listed 
on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), Leonardo reported new orders of €17.3 billion in 2022, with an order backlog of €37.5 bill ion and consolidated revenues of 
€14.7 billion. The company is included in the MIB ESG index and has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010.
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