
 

 1 

PRESS NOTE 

 

Leonardo AW139 success grows stronger in USA for public services with Monroe 
County’s order for three helicopters   
 
The aircraft will be operated by Trauma Star for air ambulance support in Monroe County, Florida 
with deliveries between late 2024 and early 2025  
 
The operator adds to several others using the AW139 for a range of law enforcement, emergency 
response and firefighting across Florida, New Jersey, Maryland and California    
 
Philadelphia, 23/10/2023 – Leonardo announced an order today for three AW139 medium twin-engine 
helicopters by Monroe Country in Florida. These aircraft will be operated by Trauma Star, a joint effort of 
Monroe County Fire Rescue and the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office and will provide air ambulance support 
across the Florida Keys from Lower Keys Medical Center and the Florida Keys Marathon International 
Airport. These AW139s will be delivered from Leonardo’s FAA-Certified Part 21 Production Facility in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, between the end of 2024 and early 2025, after which it will undergo dedicated 
mission customization before replacing the County’s existing fleet. 

 
“An extensive search for a replacement aircraft was made to update Trauma Star’s aging fleet of Sikorsky 
S76 aircraft with a newer, manufacturer-supported aircraft.  The goal was an aircraft that would increase 
operating cost efficiency and reduce downtime due to unscheduled maintenance.  The AW139 is the only 
aircraft available that will meet Trauma Star’s mission profile, able to fly the distance, carry our payloads and 
utilize our current landing zones” said Monroe County Sheriff Rick Ramsay. 
 
Monroe County is the southernmost county in Florida, and the United States, and includes Key West, 
Marathon, Key Colony Beach, Layton and Islamorada. The County is spread across 3,737 square miles, 
73% of which is water, and includes large portions of the Everglades National Park and Big Cypress National 
Preserve.      
 
“We are honored to begin our long-term partnership with Monroe County, and we are confident that the 
AW139 will provide Trauma Star with the capabilities they need to safely and effectively rescue and transport 
patients in Southern Florida.” said Clyde Woltman, Chief Executive Officer of Leonardo Helicopters US.  

 
The order further demonstrates the success of the AW139 as the aircraft of choice for EMS and SAR 
missions across the world in its category and its growing presence in USA also among public services 
operators. With nearly 400 aircraft covering civil, parapublic and military operators that carry out emergency 
and disaster relief operations worldwide, more than 900,000 flight hours have been logged to date by the 
AW139 rescue-configured fleet globally, out of a total of 3.7 million FH for all missions. For similar services 
in USA in a mix of law enforcement, EMS, disaster relief and firefighting on behalf of local administrations, 
the AW139 is already operating in Florida, New Jersey, Maryland and California.   
 
With more than 1300 units sold, over 1,100 in service for over 280 customers in around 90 nations, the 
AW139 delivers outstanding capabilities, technology, and safety to meet stringent requirements from 
operators for tasks in harsh conditions to maximize effectiveness. This type features state-of-the-art avionics 
with advanced navigation and collision avoidance systems to enhance situational awareness and reduce 
pilots’ workload, unmatched speed, power margins, and overall performance; the widest cabin in its category 
featuring high modularity for rapid reconfiguration; a unique 60+ min run-dry capable main gear box for 
enhanced reliability and safety; and a wide range of certified mission kits.  
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Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 

into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland, the USA and Israel where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber & Security Solutions and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2022 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues 
of €14.7 billion and invested €2 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 and 
has been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2022. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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