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PRESS NOTE 
 

LEONARDO DELIVERS THE FIRST C-27J SPARTAN TACTICAL TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT TO 
SLOVENIA 

 

Cerklje ob Krki, 20/12/2023 – Leonardo has delivered to the Slovenian Ministry of Defence the first of two 
C-27J Next Generation aircraft, contracted following the Italy-Slovenia Government-to-Government (G2G) 
Agreement, which was signed on 17 November 2021. The aircraft it is equipped with advanced avionics 
equipped with a glass cockpit with five multifunction colour screens, a radar for tactical transport missions, 
communication systems, a satellite system, ballistic protection, and winglets which further increase its 
aerodynamic performance. 
 
Within the framework of the G2G Agreement between the two countries, Leonardo and the Air Armaments 
and Airworthiness Directorate of the Secretariat General of Defence / National Armaments Directorate have 
signed two contracts over the last two years, each of the contracts includes one aircraft plus logistics and 
training services. The selection of the C-27J by the Slovenian Ministry of Defence fully meets a variety of 
operational needs in terms of transport and projection capabilities in international operations. This is in 
addition to supporting the national community for rescue, disaster relief, and fire-fighting duties. The 
Slovenian programme intends to use the C-27J in the new fire-fighting configuration, equipped with the latest 
generation MAFFS II (Modular Airborne Fire-Fighting System) palletized fire-fighting system from United 
Aeronautical Corporation, a world leader in aerial fire-fighting application systems.  
 
The system architecture of the C-27J Next Generation ensures a cost-effective solution for all the tactical 
operational requirements expressed by the market, ensuring, among other things, interoperability with other 
higher category transport aircraft. To meet operator needs, the aircraft's modular architecture allows 
integration with in-flight refuelling, self-protection, secure communications and ballistic protection systems 
to operate in high-threat environments, transporting materials, light vehicles, and personnel. Thanks to the 
versatility of the platform, the C-27J can in fact be rapidly reconfigured, by means of kits and roll-on/roll-off 
mission systems in the configuration necessary to carry out defence and civil protection missions, in line 
with emerging market demands. 
 
With over 90 units ordered to operate in the most challenging geographical, environmental, and operational 
contexts, Leonardo's Spartan continues to grow in capacity and performance, thanks to its design and 
intrinsic versatility and is able to perform with maximum effectiveness and cost competitive military transport 
missions, airdrop of paratroopers and materials, tactical support to ground forces, special forces operations, 
Maritime Patrol (MP), Command-Control-Communications (C3), Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconaissance (ISR) and for operations of humanitarian/aero-medical assistance and support to 
populations impacted by environmental disasters. 

 

 
 

 

 
Leonardo is a leading global Aerospace, Defence and Security (AD&S) company. With 51,000 employees worldwide, it operates in the fields of Helicopters, 
Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space, and is a key partner in major international programmes including Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP and 
Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant industrial capabilities in Italy, the UK, Poland, and the US and also operates through subsidiaries, joint ventures and stakes, 
including Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), ATR (50%), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%) and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the 
Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), Leonardo reported new orders of €17.3 billion in 2022, with an order backlog of €37.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €14.7 
billion. The company is included in the MIB ESG index and has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010.
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