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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Bristow Signs New AW189 Framework Agreement Including Firm Orders for 10 AW189 Helicopters  
 

• The new Framework Agreement includes 10 firm orders plus 10 options supporting Bristow fleet 
expansion plans from 2025 to 2028 
 

• The deal underscores Bristow’s success with the AW189 over the years – the most successful 
super medium helicopter in the market for offshore transport and other roles  

 
 

Rome – 28 February 2024 – Leonardo and Bristow Group Inc. (NYSE: VTOL), the leading global provider of 
innovative and sustainable vertical flight solutions, announced a framework agreement including firm orders for 
10 AW189 super medium helicopters plus 10 options.  
 
Bristow is currently operating 21 AW189 helicopters globally with another five due off the assembly line in 2024. 
The new framework agreement covers a fleet expansion plan for the 2025-2028 period. Bristow uses the AW189 
in its Offshore Energy Services business line as well as in its Government Services business line supporting 
search and rescue operations in the U.K., the Netherlands, and beginning in 2025 in Ireland. The leading super 
medium AW189 delivers modern and safe long range, high endurance, and high capacity, similar to larger- and 
heavier-type helicopters, while allowing lower operating costs.  
 
Gian Piero Cutillo, Managing Director for Leonardo Helicopters, said: “This latest step supporting our key partner 
Bristow is further testament to the outstanding capabilities of the AW189 as the aircraft of choice in its category 
for energy support missions among prime operators and countries. We’re proud to continue to provide our 
contribution to Bristow with this type, its technology and support solutions.”  

 
Leonardo and Bristow have collaborated for more than 28 years with Bristow using a range of aircraft types 
including the AW119 single engine, AW109 light twin, AW139 intermediate twin, and AW189 super medium. 
Bristow’s fleet of Leonardo helicopters will account for nearly 110 units with the arrival of these additional 10 
AW189 helicopters. 
 
In 2022, the companies signed a 10-year global service agreement for Bristow’s offshore fleet, applying to their 
AW139 and AW189 fleet, in operation across the globe. This unique service agreement is intended to deliver 
more efficient overall logistics and savings to the operator, highlighting the value of Leonardo logistic service 
offerings, increasing performance across geographies. 

 
Belonging to the AWFamily of products, the AW189 (8.3/8.6 tonne) combines superior payload and range with 
advanced technologies to successfully operate a wide range of missions such as search and rescue, energy 
industry support, passenger transport, firefighting, and law enforcement.  Unique features of the helicopter include 
the capability of the main transmission to run without oil for 50 minutes and a built-in auxiliary power unit. The 
AW189 is available with more than 200 certified kits and delivered with a comprehensive support and training 
service package tailored to meet specific customer requirements to maximize mission effectiveness and safety of 
operations. The type is also certified for an automatic data transmission system enabling the aircraft to transmit 
performance data to a ground station using satellite communication in flight, 4G cell connectivity, or Wi-Fi when 
on the ground. It offers a secure way to share an accurate picture of each flight so that Leonardo experts can 
assess data quickly, thus optimizing maintenance and support. Over 140 AW189s have been ordered, and more 
than 90 delivered to operators worldwide to date. After 10 years since its certification, the AW189 remains the 
world’s most successful super-medium category helicopter by market size, number of operators, countries, and 
applications.    
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Leonardo is a leading global Aerospace, Defence and Security (AD&S) company. With 51,000 employees worldwide, it operates in the fields of Helicopters, 
Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space, and is a key partner in major international programmes including Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP and 
Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant industrial capabilities in Italy, the UK, Poland, and the US and also operates through subsidiaries, joint ventures and stakes, 
including Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), ATR (50%), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%) and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the 
Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), Leonardo reported new orders of €17.3 billion in 2022, with an order backlog of €37.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €14.7 
billion. The company is included in the MIB ESG index and has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010. 
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About Bristow Group 
 
Bristow Group Inc. is the leading global provider of innovative and sustainable 
vertical flight solutions. Bristow primarily provides aviation services to a broad 
base of offshore energy companies and government entities. Bristow's aviation 
services include personnel transportation, search and rescue ("SAR"), 
medevac, fixed-wing transportation,  uncrewed air systems and ad hoc 
helicopter services. Bristow currently has customers in Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, the Dutch Caribbean, the Falkland Islands, India, Ireland, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Spain, Suriname, Trinidad, the 
U.K., and the U.S. To learn more, visit the website at  
 
www.bristowgroup.com. 
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