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PRESS NOTE 

 

LEONARDO TO EQUIP CANADIAN ARMED FORCES WITH COUNTER-DRONE TECHNOLOGY 
 
The Falcon Shield Counter-Uncrewed Aerial System (C-UAS) will safeguard Canadian airspace, 
installations and people against the threat posed by rogue drones 
 
Its acquisition by Canada follows Falcon Shield’s success in-service with the UK Armed Forces, where 
it has ensured the protection of critical assets and national security 
 
Leonardo’s counter-drone technology (ACUS- Enhanced System) is on contract also with the Italian 
Armed Forces and its modular, scalable systems are readily exportable worldwide 

 
Rome, 28/02/2024 – Leonardo has been awarded a contract by Public Services and Procurement Canada 
(PSPC) to provide its Falcon Shield C-UAS system for operation by the Canadian Armed Forces. The company 
will provide a number of systems and a 10-year sustainment package that includes options for additional 
equipment and the spiral development of new capabilities. First systems will be delivered later this year with the 
Canadian Armed Forces that will immediately deploy Falcon Shield to forward operating bases to protect deployed 
personnel.   
 
Falcon Shield is the UK’s operationally-proven solution to the growing threat from group 1 to 3 (smaller, slower 
and lower flying) UAS, which are usually undetectable by conventional air surveillance equipment. Using a mix of 
advanced sensors from Leonardo and industry partners, the system rapidly detects, tracks and prioritises threats 
and gives operators the means to neutralise them effectively.  
Produced at Basildon and Southampton sites, Falcon Shield is in service with the UK’s Armed Forces, is trusted 
by close allies on operations and is readily available for export customers worldwide. Leonardo continues to 
update Falcon Shield to ensure it remains cutting-edge in a rapidly evolving security landscape. 
 
For its UK Royal Air Force (RAF) customer, Leonardo has delivered seven complete baseline counter-drone 
systems (called ORCUS in RAF service) for the service’s ‘Synergia’ research and development programme.  
The RAF is also employing these systems as a national standby capability in support of the Emergency Services. 
In this role, the RAF has operated Leonardo counter-UAS technology during a number of high-profile events 
including the 2021 G7 summit in Cornwall and Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth games. During Christmas 2018, 
Falcon Shield has been deployed at both London Gatwick and Heathrow airports following suspected drone 
sightings, allowing air operations to resume. 
 
Leonardo has also been working with the United States Armed Forces as part of the ongoing collaboration 
between the UK and US on counter-drone research and development. Under this partnership, the company has 
integrated the US Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL)’s NINJA technology into the RAF ORCUS system and 
demonstrated its ability to detect dozens of small drone platforms in the airspace around airbases and then 
mitigate them.  
 
Leonardo will be operating Falcon Shield at Canada’s ‘Counter Uncrewed Aerial Systems Sandbox 2024’ 
exercise, being held in Suffield, Alberta this June, where it will counter drones flown by the Canadian Armed 
Forces’ ‘red team’ operators.   

 
Leonardo is a leading global Aerospace, Defence and Security (AD&S) company. With 51,000 employees worldwide, it operates in the fields of Helicopters, 
Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space, and is a key partner in major international programmes including Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP and 
Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant industrial capabilities in Italy, the UK, Poland, and the US and also operates through subsidiaries, joint ventures and stakes, 
including Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), ATR (50%), Hensoldt (25.1%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%) and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the 
Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), Leonardo reported new orders of €17.3 billion in 2022, with an order backlog of €37.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €14.7 
billion. The company is included in the MIB ESG index and has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010.
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